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His Majeſties 


MOST GRACIOUS 


SPEECH, 


| Together with the 


Lord Chancellors; 


To both Houſes of 


PARLIAMENT 


On Mnday the 21% of Offober, 1678. 


— —— — 


By His MAJESTIES ſpecial Command. |. 


EDINBURGH, 


Re-Printed by the Heir of A»drew Anderſon , Printer to His 
| moſt Sacred M 4A FESTI. 1678. 
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His Moajelties 


Moſt Gracious 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Have thought the time very long ſince Ve 
.- parted laſt's and would not r= defer- 
— 7d your meeting by ſo many Prorogati» 
ons, fl could well have met you ſooner. 
= rg -uraaey nt; ry 
; er 111 t reſervation fOur 
bours , and the well c 4 


y 
and acknowledged by 
and though for this cauſe | ent, 
whichOnr Neighbours had abſotutely deſpaired ) yet both the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Nation have been fo far improved by:t, that 1 am confident 
wo man here will Repine at it , or think the Money Raiſed for their 
Disbanding , to have been W employed in their Continuance ;, and I do 
aſſure you I am ſo much more out of Purſe for the Service , that I do 
expett you ſhould ſupply 7. 

How far it may be neceſſary ( conſidering the preſent State of Chriſten- 
dow ) toreduce the Land and Sea Forces, or to what degree , is worthy 
of all Our ſerious conſiderations. 

I now intendto acquaint you ( as 1 ſhall always do with any thing that 
concerns Me ) that I been informed of a Deſign againſt My Perſon, 
by the Jeſuits, of which 1 ſhall forbear any Opinion , leſt I may ſeem to 
ſay tao much or too little , but I will leave the Matter to the Law, andin 
the mean time will take as much Care as I can to prevent all manner of 
Praitices by that ſort of men , and of others too who have been tampering 
22 4 high degree with F oreigners , and contriving how to introduce Pope= 
ry amongſt us. | | 

T ſhall conclude with the Recommending to you my other Concerns. 

Thave heen under great Diſappointmentsby the Defe&s of the Poll-Bill. 

My Revenue is under great Amticipations, and at the beſt , was neves 
equal to the conſtant and neceſſary Expence of the Governwent, whereof I 
intend to have the whole State laid before you, and require you-to look into 
#, and conſider of it , with that Duty and AffeGion, which an ſure I 
ſhall alwayes find from you. -3Þ + 

The reſt 1 leave to the Chancellor. 
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« THE 


= Lord Chancellors 
SPEE 


_ © To both Houſes of 


PARLIAMENT. 


 — | — 
| My Lords, and you the Kyights, Citizens, and 
Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 


- 


4 
x 
- 


age Pr oor at See Rr, 


Fad 


Ow much the King relies upon the Advice and 
Afliſtance of his Parliament, How Neceſlary 
He counts it to Him, and How ſafe He thinks 
Himſelf in it, is Evident by this, that He hath 
not ſuffered. You allthis Year to be out of His 
& Reach ,- but hath continued You from Timeto 
U\ >& Timeby a Succethon of little and ſhort Proro- 
ret * .» gations. And without all peradventure we had 
ſooner met, if it had been pothble for us to take Right Meaſures 
here, withouta full Knowledge of the State. and tion of our 
Neighbours. "v5 BEE 
The Cloſeand Period of the Laſt Seſſion is very Memorable, for 
it may ſcem perhaps to ſome to haveended with very Different, if 
not contrary Counſels and- Supplies, tending both to War and 
Peace : But yet they who look more nearly into the matter, ſhall 
find, that this Incertainty proceeded not from any Unſteadineſs at 
Home, but from the Mutabiliry of Affairs Abroad, Every Week 
almoſt producing ſeveral and contrary Appearances. 
\" The ſame Incertainties of Counſels and Events abroad continu'd 
for the moſt part of the Summer. One while the Parties Exhauſted - 
by the War ſeemed tobe willing to accept any Peace their Enemies 
would give 3 and there wanted not thoſe among them who made 
uſe of the Impatience of their People to Neceflitate them to it. 
| Another while the performance of the Conditions offer'd,. be- 
| came ſo Doubtful, and was at laſt Explain'd in a manner fo Vaſtly 
þ Different from the firſt Propoſals, that Deſpair begot new Reſolu- 
tions of Continuing the War. 

In the midſt of theſe miſerable Perplexities and Confufions, His 
| Majeſty was Daily ſollicited with the Higheſt Importunities, and 
\ | the moſt - Earneſt Supplications that were poſſible, not to Diſ- 
; band the Troops he had raiſed ; And not only ſo, but that He 
would {till continue to ſend over more and more of his Troo 
and to Augment the Forces which he had already Abroad. 


They 


There was no Reſiſting ſuch rn 5 
His Majeſty fiw well enough that 

would engage ' Himin an Expence far 
Provided for, yet He could not poſibl aur þ 
refuſe to undergo the Difficulties, And now; : 
of all this may amount to, Car ways 
will bave any Kerman Fm Seer 


72S 


i5 fav'd of Flanders, "5 Honor he wine Nan, th what tobe 


wholl cough he Pace which Eone hack 
from fuch = ne Hs <uukl witht; 1 


| No ey under indo Iv'd to have 3 Conjunt 


Wn 2 


Thus you ſeat once; not only the 
| had to Continue His T CO nn the Benefits 
Adrinags which are come of | 

he Andy ane 
ak would mr Excle foe ours hoc 


'Fhe Proviſion which was made for Pavi Army, went 
no further than till the laft of Jane for Part, re dich; 
for the Reſt 3 Bur the Fleet was till the. Fifth of 


e, ſo thatthe Continuation of the Fleet d Army from char 


And as this was an Expence fo abſohne Neelry 
Intereſt, in the Preſervation of our to our own 


or uk 10 Hinkl have ket 
"of Chriſtendom, is Þ univerſally that you cannot 
bee well plane hs your ſaci tho Hamdrebiy nl be 


et 
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| willing to Defray whe reſt of the Charge, Whigly hath far. apr 
| efyrs-bederyrarcd that-A@: 7 7 , 
And His Majeſty! hath found::/Himſelt in reater Swaitarher H 
could have 1 ed, by the unexpetted Deticiency of the P, 
For w was ariatle i Fonds of Credic for | Three: hundred 
thouſand Pour, befides a further Credit for Starts) The: Prodytt 
of that A& hath fallen ſo ſtrangdy ſhort of whar'the Parliament- 
expected ifvont-it, that iir- bith-ordaiſed that. Siim-of Money::by a 
oteat:deil,-which-wak allowed to be borrowed upon it 3 And by: 
this Meds they whis have furniſht- Stores upon the. Credit of that® 
A&,-will-be in ”\ to/be very great: Loſers, ras ares 
pm to take ſome of them. 
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Tow tive fagkty "nn Accotint of whit hack been do 
IE, T-now high time to look a lim 
nearcr Home 5'And:fiwely- in that State of Things-to which they 
2, are dow.rethuoed:” *rig Viſible and plain enough what mult be our 
\ Bufinelk iv the: rntie/td/Gorte. 

: Firſt, 1We muſt tbbk xo our elves, and provide Gm: own 
fafery. 7 For that wiheh the Confederates acknowledge . with 
| En quizs clpptns Reſentment ih 
"3 other Plaers. - Add in! order 'to: this, Care muſt be takeri ſa''to 
6 ſtrengthen Our ſelves both at iHome and. Abroad, that .who 
ivr a Bichon rk Ehud, may. have no hopes to Surptize, 

ors IG mak an Adbapr upon us And herem it 
;y 20 take notice'of: what His Majeſty: hath recorts- 
R Feat, — warn Aeon Weigh very well the] _—_—— 
# diicitng! the Sea * and:Land Forces;- and the 
| may: atezi6d ſuch a Redudement:: [For this be aflur'd, rope r-Ty 
n'the Wold | woutd-tnore gratifie..our. Enemies, :then- to ra. 
afraid of :mait Gur ſelves ictaPoſture ofiDederice,” which 1s 
the onely Poſture they are afraid tofind/us im-:: 
; Aid that the Feart of: Popery-may-not too mach diquit ou, 
Be: pleaſed/to Conſider that yous tave.one Security more, 
that which was always the Interelb of | His'\Mahjelties Honour and 
Canſcitnke, is now: : ths; Intereſt of bs Perſon: 20d, to | 
Protects thie Proteſtant Religion, and to Prevem2tic-Swa of | 
Prieſts, - Foe ang; 7 fn rare} ay 7 He :þ 
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| noo riatter 

| P | warrantable. ——raw—prokek that His 

s; | | Majelbyiherh reafon to ok to them: i109 or arr} 

£1 | | Nor are theſe kind of nen' the-bhely Factors (for. -Rowe 4; bur 

| the Laity allo ſome who:have'made chem- 

| ow oC ahgh Religion, 

1 - with. Kelikives of Stite and Parliament, iand catfy on 

f Hen Punaom Des em der Grchoneny wal 

| I Whatkind of Procenhe Proof will bear j1ndnd/q6) how kigh's 


» wm 


Degree the Extent and 
Confideration ;and will be | 

In'the next place, Let us care 
Our {elves , of mer of 


Diſputes Efuch 1 N —— 

tion. potes of Ju is fil i Or emies as Ts 

lad to ſee Us Ruin'd, without IE 

glad to ſee Us Ruin in fk 7 in| oF 
51 Syriftators of Or ona 


And therefore We mult ni 
ſhew'theWorld” the moſt- 
and. Duty. that We.are 
cat thote  dcurage Ou Eo Ener 
or or (a 10 
ſtruſt their Own Ca eed! 
fiontd manifeſt ſuch *, Zeal ew t 
the Stare of that Reveriue which 


Lhe LIED 


that Nothing. isor 
Ot cad the = 
the! ation. : Be de 


Be 


CF 0 ek THETA. "n_ bat 


tf Lars oh Grays 4 bo + iupmr't Ac. we ,' 
| You now pad. Es Gow Wren E 
t your as 1 pera as ever Government \ 8 

did labour under. 9h — 
And yer His Majeſty doth notthink that there need many words 
co beſpeak your Zealand, ns For the p 
themſelves now ſpeak , and ſpe: The Publick and | "Y 
Private Intereſt bach rs hee Thing. and are , and \4 
to be mighty in perſwaſion. | 

| the Honour and Safety of a4 and, whichis next 
N rorar the Concrn of your own Famlic and Poſteritics, cannot 
awaken 


(8) 
awaken yourutmoſt Care to preſerve that Government which one- 
pode and yours , all other Diſcourſes will be to-.no 
can be no Difficulties at all to them who take Delight in 
SY te Ki ee » and love the Occafions-of 


Sk rs Ars Bal Burhough he Kinghan ad or many y. Years 
X ty , yet there never. was a 
Fe ths 1008 your Ns 

There 4s Þ ſtrange « concurrence of il Accidents at this time, 
that 'tis not to be wondred at, if ſome very honeſt and good men 
begin 10 haye troubled' and tful Hearts, Yer ther which 

infinitely to be lamented, is, - That malicious men too begin t: 
work pon this occalion, Fate "its ho foo hopes to rele"'% 
Storm that nothing ſhall be able to Allay. 

| Ifyou can Reſcuethe Afairs from fach a Tempeſt as this; 
If you can Weather this Storm , and Steer the V into Har- 
bour;. En The Ne the Apprehenſions of thoſe 
i on wel 


of thoſe 


* but tha d 
FEES 


Ff that true Glory which others 
- the Gl ir the Heatts of His” People. 
Then. he GE CN ol TI much F as - this 
Wegrs cpahic :" And you ſhall have the. pe Honour 
and culattion of having been yhie means to ſo much ſo- 
Pee ampli f hs ing Eſtabliſhment of 
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